
 
 

CATKing IIM Visakhapatnam 

WAT PI Workbook 
 
 

Congrats for Getting an IIM 

Vishakhapatnam Call! How to use this 

workbook? 

 
This is a consolidation of 22 IIM VIZAG, WAT PI Experiences. These are consolidated from various online 

sources. 

 
IIM WAT and PI is conducted across India at Bangalore / Delhi / Kolkata / Hyderabad / Mumbai. 

 
This Booklet gives you the Candidate Profile also in most cases, for you to understand the Personal 

Interview and relate to it better. 

 
After reading the entire Document you are required to check on your CATKing IIMWATPI Super 30 

Dashboard 

 
1.​Build Your Interview Skills (Videos from IIM and SP Jain Alumni) 

 
2.​Functional Dossiers: If you want to pursue an MBA in Marketing, choose that dossier first. 

 
3.​SOP / Application Forms (Check out Jagesh Golwala (IIMA), Raj Doshi (IIMA), Jay Gosalia (IIM B)) 

 
4.​ Sample AWT from the dashboard to understand the Structured Approach. WAT / AWT / AWA – 

All of these are same terms of Writing test assignment conducted across various IIMs. 
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Disclaimer: 

 

1.​ The information provided by CATKing in this document in only for general informational purpose. 

All information in the document is provided in good faith, however we make no representation or 

warranty of any kind, express or implied, regarding the accuracy, adequacy, validity, reliability, 

availability, or completeness of any information in the document. 

 
2.​ This is just a repository of the past interview experiences, if a candidate was rejected or 

approved it was on the decision of the respective panelists and should not ne generalized to associate to 

all such candidate profiles. 

 
3.​ The views or opinions expressed in this document are only consolidation of students reviews 

submitted across various profiles and not personal opinions of CATKing or its team members 

 
4.​"The performance represented is historical" and that "past performance is not a reliable indicator of 

future results” 

 
5.​ "CATKing is not responsible for any errors or omissions, or for the results obtained from the use 

of this information. All information in this site is provided "as is", with no guarantee of completeness, 

accuracy, timeliness or of the results obtained from the use of this information." 

 
6.​ "This site contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically 

authorized by the copyright owner. CATKing is making such material available to advance understanding 

IIM Specific Interview and WAT Preparation." 
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•​Excellent Academic, co curricular and extracurricular Background 

 
•​Work 

 
•​Gender and academic Diversity gives an edge 

 
•​ Personal Interview Evaluates Candidates on Qualities of – Focus, Clarity of Thought, Learnability, 

Ethical Dilemma, Ability to handle pressure, Decision making skills, Discipline 

 
Prerequisite 

●​ Form to be Submitted (Interview) 

●​ Resume (not mentioned, good to carry) 

●​ Original Documents along with photocopies 

 
Insights - Writing Ability Test 

●​ Time Allotted is 10-30 minutes 

●​ When given an abstract topic time allotted is less 

●​ When given a specific topic for in-depth analysis time is given separately for ideation and writing 

 
Sample WAT Topics - 

 
1.​Unethical practices by doctors are increasing. Provide some solutions to improve the current scenario. 

 
2.​ It is better for old people to live in retirement homes away from rush of city. Do advantages of 

living in retirement homes outweigh the disadvantages 

 
Insights - Interview 

 
●​ Interview time - 20-30 Minutes. (Sometimes as low as 10 mints) 

●​ Interview Panel Details - 2 to 3 people (Professor and Alumni) 

●​ Interview Type - Detailed Interviews check your perspective, thought process, interests and 

knowledge 

●​ Interview discussion Pointers – (as per lIMI experiences of last five years) 

●​ Be completely prepared with anything and everything on the form. 

●​ They will go into details of everything you speak about in the interview. (level1- what do you know 

about Indian Economy level2- what do you think about GST, level3- how has GST affected the sector 

you work in). 

3 
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They can ask about your hobbies and interests. 

●​ It is absolutely fine to ask for time before you answer (they often expect you to think about a 

solution when they ask you about a problem at hand). 

●​ It is fine if you are anxious and you need not portray a brave face being real with your emotions is 

better. 

●​ Be prepared to answer everything about you work experience or about your favorite subjects if you 

are a fresher. 
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Interview Experience – 1 
 
1. Tmay in 30 sec 
2. wokex related 
3. Any extra curricular, explain 
4. Any current news 
5. And normal conversation, 
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6. What other calls you have 
 
Overall very chill interview, general conversation 
 

Interview Experience – 2 
Tmay 
Why as a fresher back and forth 
Diff between trade and commerce 
Goods and services 
Commerce minister 
What is rbi 
Governor of rbi 
2 specific function of rbi 
 
And the 2nd panelist gave me a puzzle which i hasn't able to solve 

 
Interview Experience – 3 
TMAY 
Brics summit 
Middle East peace deal 
Job role 
Dei initiatives 
Maslow's theory 
Diff between recruitment and selection 
Cat percentile 
Calls 
Preference 
Specialization 
Explain corruption from a commerce point of view 
Back and forth on this 
Director of iimv 
Assembly seats in my city 
Rbi governor 
Shared 4 graphs on screen and told me to identify 
 

Interview Experience – 4 
There were 2 panelist 
P1 
Tmay 
Asked me to explain the gap in my CV. 
Explain Rankine cycle and carnot Cycle ( from btech) 
The rest of the question was based on my work experience . 
 
P2 
Current affairs based on the industry I was working in 
Working of Hydrogen battery in buses and automobiles. By product and how it works 
 

Interview Experience – 5 
 
P1 - Female 35-45 
P2 - Male 40-50 
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ShowID proof 
 
TMAY 
 
Why MBA after Design degree? 
 
Tell me about your current role? 
 
Explained about a project involving 5G launch! 
 
How will 5G empower Fashion industry? (Extempore) gave 10 seconds to think - 2 mins to talk 
 
This question looked impromptu (They combined the fact that I’m from a fashion college and did a project involving 5G 
launch) - Didn’t look like a pre listed question 
 
Who is the Minister of trade and commerce (Also came from my CV form - As a project involved the same ministry) 
 
Draw a graph y= x cube and show in the camera 
 
Why IIM Vizag ? (Read their vision, mission and values) 
 
Any question you wanna ask us? 
 
I asked what’s different in Vizag from other IIMs? 
 
Answer : They support entrepreneurship,etc., 
 
They were way more friendly than other interviewers and they genuinely wanted to listen! 

Interview Experience – 6 
Profile- BBA with 2yrs of work experience in marketing 
Room 1 - p1 female p2 male 
P1 
Tmay (briefly) 
Marketing vs sales 
Law of demand and supply 
Factors affecting law of demand 
Brand equity 
Impulsive buying 
Why MBA 
P2 
Use of probability in real life 
Standard deviation and variance 
Asked to solve a regression problem 
President of Maldives 
Director of iimv 
Governor of bengal 
Our national anthem has a word UTKAL what’s the meaning of it 
Draw a graph of y= something (I forgot) 
Asked 1-2 more maths question that I was not aware of 
 

Interview Experience – 7 
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10 mins interview - 2 panelists 
 
Panelist 1- 
- Introduce yourself 
- What does your company do 
- What is your job profile 
- It minister 
- sebi head 
Panelist 2- 
 
- binary code for 15 ( Context: I'm Computer Engineer) 
- a puzzle 
- draw graph for y = |x+1| 
 

Interview Experience – 8 
IIM VIZAG online interview 26 March, 
1M,1F panelists 
 
Female 
- where are you from 
- why we should select you, what qualities you have. How your qualities will help you in MBA. 
- why your signature is in hindi (devnagari script)(she said she really like my ans) 
- shows 5 female India CEO pic told me to recognise them then further 6 indian male CEO pic (I only recognise 4 out of 
those 11 she said what will be the percentage of 4/11 
 
Male: 
- some questions regarding my college and fees 
- what are the forces acted on aircraft 
- what is boyle's number 
- what is Mach Number 
- what is your cat score, PI Call received and your preference on that. 
- why you have gap year why didn't you join job. 
Apart from this they have few more questions that i don't remember. 
Both friendly panelist. 
 

Interview Experience – 9 
1) intro 
2) asked few questions from my sop and project during my internship 
3) then 3 women entrepreneurs 
4) which will have more power gear 1 or gear 2? 
5) what is elasticity 
6) difference in plasticity and elasticity 
7) what are optimization techniques 
8) simplex method 
9) vice president of india 
10) any recent news 
11) gave a mathematical function and asked if it's maxima or minima ( I could not understand this question only) 
 

Interview Experience – 10 
21/03/25 Afternoon (15 mins) 
Background- Electrical Engineering l 26 months workex 
Panel 2M 
M1 
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1. TMAY 
2. Why MBA ? 
3. Total number of IIM? 
4. Which is the latest one? 
5. Education minister of India. 
6. Commander of Indian Army 
7. How will AI affect jobs in analytics sector? 
8. What divides south India from North India? 
 
M2 
1. Acads related questions 
2. EV related question 
3. Some economics question I can't remember. 
4. Cat score, other calls , priority sequence. 
 

Interview Experience – 11 
IIM Vizag 
Transcript - Afternoon slot - 18-Mar 
16 months workex 
9/8/7 
 
P1 - Senior mam 
 
1. TMAY 
2. Asked me to indentify few photos of monuments which shared on screen 
3. Then asked about my background about my role in previous orginization 
4. Showcased me some graphs and asked me to identify them as I had written in my SOP that I was good at maths and 
scored high marks in my 12 class 
 
P2 - Senior Sir 
 
1. Since you are good at maths tell me what chapters comes under calculus 
2. Showcased some more graphs and asked me to identify 
3. Then they have my 10 , 12 , graduation marks and asked me to predict my score in mba 😔 
4. Then asked me about my branch and don't know why they were highly interested in stats side of it 
5. Then asked why different banks give different interest rates to different types of customers like senior citizens and 
women's. 
 
They were not satisfied by any answer and I wasn't able to give ans to even 20% of questions they asked. 
 

Interview Experience – 12 
 
Personal Interview 
So I had the offline interview, there was a long waiting time for me. I then went for my interview. 
3 panelist: (all male, i don't remember who exactly asked what) 
Panelist: 
 
1. Tell me something about yourselves? 
2. Why MBA? 
3. Have you had something to eat? 
4. Where are you getting the energy for this interview right now? 
3. What are the calls you have 
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4. What is your preference for IMT, IMI, FORE 
5. What is the specialization you wanna pursue? 
6. So do you wanna make a product or market a product? 
7. Few question about my undergrad subjects (mechanical engineering) 
Extempore: Dowry system is curtailed legally, but it is still practiced. (30sec thinking time, 1 min speaking) 
8. Just before leaving they asked between IIM V and Fore your preference. 
 
The interview was over within 10-12 minutes. Pretty chill, no grilling. 
 

Interview Experience – 13 
Personal Interview  
1. TMAY 
2. Why MBA? 
3. Why IIM Vizag? 
4. Female CM 
5. Female businesswomen 
6. Hobbies? (I said music) 
7. What’s common between music and management? 
8. What is that one aspect of your graduation which can be employed in management? 
9. What is the standard deviation of 1, 2 and 3? 
10. If the roles of panelist and student are reversed what 3 questions would you ask? 
11. Rapid fire: 
a. An animal that does not move? 
b. A plant that travels 
c. ED full form? 
d. Mutual funds are regulated by? 
e. Vice president of India? 
f. Total no. of IIMs? 
g. Total MBA colleges in India? 
h. Nirf ranking of IIM Vizag 
i. Total no. of faculties in IIM Vizag 
j. Director of IIM Vizag 
k. GNP vs GDP 
l. Who regulates taxes of India? 

 

Interview Experience – 14 
 
IIM V Mrng slot 
Profile : Female, B.com (Fresher) 
 
Personal Interview 
 
1M 1F 
 
F1: TMAY 
F1: Favourite subject 
F1: What is the supply curve 
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F1: What is the slope of the supply curve (positive/negative) 
F1: Relation between supply curve and demand curve 
F1: What is elasticity 
F1: What is given goods 
F1: What is the meaning of inferior goods 
F1: What are the types of elasticity 
F1: What is perfectly inelastic 
F1: News sources that I follow 
F1: Do you read editorials? 
F1: Take any news headlines from the past 1 month d explain briefly 
 
Overall the interview was good and the interview was chill. M1 didn't ask any questions 
 

Interview Experience – 15 
 
 GEM (85/91/7.78); 10 month work ex 3 

panel members 

M1: Tell me something about yourself 

M2: You were not part of any club during engineering nor did you score well. Did you waste your 4 years? 

M1: Tell me your favorite subjects 

M1 (happened to be from CSE background): Tell me the various layers in OSI (as I mentioned OS) 

M2: Do you read the daily newspaper? Can you tell me some major headline from today’s paper? 

M3: What do you know about Industry 4.0? M3: 

Do you think AI/ML can replace humans? M2: 

Whom do you idolize and why? 

M3: One last question from our side, which other calls do you have? 
 

Interview Experience – 16 
 
GEM: 2.5 years work experience in tHe IT industry 
 
M1: Why do you want to do an MBA and not stay in the corporate? F1: Tell 

me your biggest weakness 

F1: But if you are not able to be assertive, how will you become a good manager? (I had 

mentioned that I am not assertive enough) 

M1: What are major KPIs of your role? 

M1: What do you think are the primary skills of a consultant? (as I am from IT consulting) F1: You 

told that reading is your hobby. Which is your favorite novel and why? 

M1: Tell any 3 novels written by Dan Brown. 

F1: We are done. Do you have any questions for us? 

Overall, the panel members were pretty friendly and it was a smooth interview 

Interview Experience – 17 
 

Commerce graduate, 1 year work ex at a Big-4 
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M1: You have a really strong profile. Why not wait 1 year and appear for CAT once again? M1: 

Who is the current CEO of Deloitte? (as I worked at Deloitte) 

M2: Give me an example of where you led your team? M2: 

Are you aware about the developments in 5G? 

M2: Can you tell me what an ideal debt to equity ratio is? 

M1: You did your internship at government firm. Tell us more about it. M1: 

So how did you contribute to the team’s objective? 

M2: Can you give examples of a couple of mergers that happened in the last 5 months? M1: 

Any questions? 

 

Interview Experience – 18 
IIM Vishakapatnam Transcript GNEM BBA 9/9/8 2 Panelist 30F, 30M 
 
Female Panelist- 
1.How are you? 
2.How did you prepare for this interview? 
3.Is there anything special that you would like to share from your journey? 
4.You haven't completed your graduation yet, why are you in a hurry to pursue your MBA? 
5.Why do you want to do an MBA as a fresher? 
6.Don't you think having some work experience is good? 
7.You mentioned in your SOP that you've volunteered at India Smart City Conclave. What's the difference 
between a planned city and a smart city? 
8.Can a smart city be transformed into a planned city? 
9.Tell us some examples of planned cities in India. 
10.What factors make a city smart? 
11.In which domain do you want to make your career? 
12.Can I ask some questions on finance as I'm the professor of finance? 
13.What do you understand by FCF? 
14.Does FCF play a crucial role in valuations? 
15.What do you understand by the discount rate? 
16.The discount rate is influenced by what factors? 
17.Can WACC be considered a discount rate? 
18.Do you follow cricket, especially IPL? 
19.What will be the entry, adjustments, and impacts on financial statements of an IPL franchise if they 
purchase a player for a hefty price, i.e., 15 crores? 
 
Male panelist- 
1.How are you feeling? 
2.Do you know about SCM? 
3.what's the difference between logistics and SCM? 
4.Explain supply chain model for a car manufacturer? 
5.Why does SCM plays a crucial role for a manufacturing company? 
6.What do you understand by Bullwhip effect? 
7.Do you know Dharmendra Pradhan? 
8.What do you know about Piyush Goyal 
 

Online Courses: PAN – India | Offline courses: Mumbai (Andheri | Borivali | Thane) 

www.catking.in |  8999-11-8999 |  support@catking.in 

http://www.catking.in/
mailto:%20support@catking.in


Interview Experience – 19 
2 Panelists 1 Male, 1 Female Duration - 12-15 minutes 
 
Female Panelist 
TMAY 
Why did you take finance as your specification in undergrad and then worked in marketing? 
Your typical day at work? What all you do? 
Your companies competitors? 
Your Company's founder name 
tell me 2 influencers you worked with? 
Difference between Nano and mega influencers? 
What is segmentation? 
What is positioning? Is it done against the competition? A follow up question oj the same. 
Power of parity meaning? 
What does asterisk/ * mean? 
I noticed you have it on 2 subjects in undergrad? (I had back in 2 subjects in undergrad, explained) 
 
Male Panelist:  
13. Why did you fail in 2 subjects in your undergrad? 
14. Can I ask a few questions from undergrad ? You may sir. 
15. What is BSE? (I couldn't understand the context and couldnt answer but it's Bombay stock exchange 💀 
16. What is SEBI? full form? 
17. Role of SEBI? Told monitors financial Markets and fraudulent activities? 
18. Then what does ministery of financial affairs do? 
19. Name of finance minister? 
20. Tell me one policy of our finance minister which you hate ? Couldn't answer? 
21. Tell me one policy then which you like? Told new and old tax regime as it gives options to the people to 
choose whatever they like 
22. If my salary is 15LPA, then which regime should I choose? 
 

Interview Experience – 20 
18/03/25 Morning Slot Online 
 
Software Engineer, 8 mths exp 
 
Panelists - 1 Female Professor, 1 Male Professor (both mid 30s) 
 
M: Tell me about yourself. 
M: What is a stack? 
M: What is a queue? 
M: What is a kernel? 
M: What is a deadlock? 
M: How can you fix a deadlock? 
M: What is your CAT percentile, which calls do you have, and what is your preference order? 
M: What is the full form of IIFT? 
 
M: F, please take over. 
 
F: How is AI affecting education? 
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F: What are the different types of AI? 
F: Which specialisation are you looking to take? 
F: Why this specialisation? 
F: Tell me some business news. 
F: What are the things India exports? 

Interview Experience – 21 
Educational Background: B.Sc. I.T. 
Work-ex: 2.5 years in software development and pre-sales. 
 
2 Panelists, 1F (late 30s) and 1M (early 50s)                                                                                                                                      
Female Panelist asked first: 
 
1. TMAY. Asked a lot about this because I mentioned I love cooking. Asked me lot about what I love to cook 
and what other dishes I have cooked. Why I didn't become a chef. 
2. You said you like aviation and research about Air crashes, can you tell me about the flight that crashed in 
70s due to pilot letting his kid fly the plane. (Answered, I knew which flight she was talking about ). 
3. Why didn't you become a CA like your father? (Answered). 
4. What other calls and which specialization. (Answered). 
5. Sales vs Marketing. (Answered, I want to go for Marketing) 
6. What do you want to gain out of an MBA and why IIM V. (Answered). 
Male panelists took over: 
1. I had mentioned research paper, asked about it. (Answered). 
2. Asked me did I continue my research. (Answered) 
3. Asked maths concept related question: suppose you have ten teams which play against each other once, 
will you use permutation or combination to calculate how many matches?(Answered). Asked relevant 
formula. 
4. Same question but now with an additional constraint that a team plays one home game and one away 
game, then what's the concept? (Answered) They tried to grill me but I sailed through. 
5. Name the states bordering Maharashtra? (I am from Maharashtra )Was unsure about 1 so didn't mention 
but sir hinted that I missed 1, so I could answer. 
6. How many IIMs exist? (Answered). 
7. What is the NIRF ranking of IIMV?.( Had read but couldn't recollect). 
8. Overall, very chill and supportive panelists. Lasted around 17-20 minutes. 
 

Interview Experience – 22 
Panellists: 1 Female (30s) and 1 Male (30s) 

Mode: Online, early March 2025 

 

Female Panelist 

 

Greetings and “Tell me about yourself.” 

 

Interview prep and journey so far. 

 

“You haven’t completed your graduation yet—why pursue an MBA now?” 

 

“You volunteered at India Smart City Conclave. Difference between smart and planned cities? Examples?” 
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Finance questions: “What is Free Cash Flow (FCF)? Is it important in valuation? Discount rate—what 

influences it? Is WACC a discount rate?” 

 

A sports-finance scenario: “If an IPL team purchases a player at ₹15 crores—how do you account for it 

(entry, adjustments, impacts on financial statements)?” 

 

Male Panelist 

 

“How’s SCM different from logistics? Supply chain model for car manufacturer? Bullwhip effect?” 

 

“Do you know Dharmendra Pradhan? Piyush Goyal?” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Legal Disclaimer 

 
The content on all of the pages are testimonials written by candidates online. We try our best to help 

our students succeed in an interview. However, the information is not applicable in every case and the 

advice may, as well as not, work for you in the interview. 

 
The views or opinions expressed in this document are only consolidation of students reviews submitted 

across various profiles and not personal opinions of CATKing or its team members 

 
Taking this into account, all information is for general information purposes only. We make no 

representations or warranties of any kind, express or implied, about the completeness, accuracy, 

reliability, suitability or availability with respect to the information or related graphics contained for any 
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purpose. Any reliance you place on such information is therefore strictly at your own risk. 

 
In no event will we be liable for any losses or damage including without limitation, indirect or 

consequential loss or damage, or any loss or damage whatsoever arising from loss of data or profits 

arising out of, or in connection with, the use of this information. The use is strictly at your own risk. 

 

 
Information given can link also to other pages and websites, that are not under our control. We have no 

control over the nature, content and availability of those websites. The inclusion of their content does 

not necessarily imply a recommendation or endorse the views expressed within them. 

 
Our website is hosted with high quality hosting provider and we try to keep it up and running most of 

the time, using two servers for back it up. However, we take no responsibility for, and will not be liable 

for, the website being temporarily unavailable due to technical issues beyond our control. 

 
All names used on are pseudonyms. Any resemblance to real persons, living or dead, is purely 

coincidental 
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